EMILY PORTER

Selected printed works from The Daily Independent

FOR MORE WORK SAMPLES VISIT
EMPORTAINMENT.COM



2| FOCUS ON JAILS -1 of 3

ROCK OF A SETTING THE
BYGONE ERA i TABLE
Norman Petty Studios Volleyball teams hungry
hosted rock legends for successful season
TRAVEL, D1 SPORTS, B1

FOCUS ON JAILS

Carter County

Boggs discusses
causes of
overcrowding
problem
in county jails

BY EMILY PORTER
THE DAILY INDEPENDENT

GRAYSON Inside the walls of
the Carter County Detention
Center, a small city resides —
a city with a continually
growing population.

Jailer R.W. Boggs said
everything one would see in a
city has to be inside of the
jail. From banking and com-
merce to groceries and laun-
dry services, the jail must op- i
erate as a city within its walls. Inmates in a female cell in the Carter County Detention Center. Area jailers said

Work to keep up those sery-  the drug eplemic in the area.

ices rises as the inmate popu-

ki "If we didn't have the drug problem, the drug

The jail houses around 215

e e epidemic that we've got, my gosh, we wouldn't

*Rochnically the el has need 20 beds. That'd be plenty.”

capacity of 144. Boggs said the A
capacity can be a bit mislead- Mike Worthington, Greenup County jailer
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overcrowd

“You have what we call
boats, they’re single beds that
are able to be put into the
cells, there’s day rooms, so
we're still fairly comfortable
with the point we’re at now,”
Boggs said. ;

However, the numbers are
staying above capacity; about
50 percent over capacity.

The jail isn’t an anomaly.
State prisons and county de-
tention centers across the
state are overcrowded.

The reason, according to
Boggs, is the drug epidemic.

SEECARTER | A2  Carter County Jaller RW. Boggs

Drugs root of overcrowding

Greenup County

Worthington
talks about
correlation

between drugs
and inmates

BY EMILY PORTER
THE DAILY INDEPENDENT

GREENUP Eliminate the drug
epidemic and jail overcrowd-
ing dissipates, according to
Greenup Jailer Mike Wor-
thington.

“That is the correlation,”
Worthington said. “If we
didn’t have the drug problem,
the drug epidemic that we've
got, my gosh, we wouldn’t
need 20 beds. That’d be plen-
P

Y.

The Greenup County Deten-
tion Center’s capacity is 98,
but the jail averages about 150
to 170 inmates.

Of the inmates booked in
Greenup, 60 to 70 are state in-
mates, but Worthington said
they're local people, they're
just serving state time,

Worthington made it clear
there is a definite correlation

| between the rise of drug use

and jail overcrowding.

“It’s not even questionable.
It’s huge,” he said. Since tak-
ing office in 2011, Worthing-
ton has watched the rate in-
mates are booked under drug-
related charges rise, and he
doesn’t expect it to slow down
anytime soon.

The Greenup jail averaged
around 108 inmates when
Worthington took office, “now
we run 150 to 170 and we're
working harder now to keep
them out than we were then,”

SEE GREENUP | A3
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window of their

ABOVE: Carter County Jailer RW. Boggs talks with inmates through the inside

cell. INSET:

The intercom system ran by control on the doors inside the Carter County Detention Center. Anyone wishing
to gain access to a room or cell must wait for control to open the door.

mates in addition to state and

federal inmates. Now, Boggs

said the detention center is

averaging anywhere between

120 to 150 county inmates this
year.

The rise in
county inmates
impacts more
than the deten-
tion center. The
county court
system must
process the ad-
ditional cases.

“One of the

things about county overpop-
ulation is it crowds up not just
the jail, but it erowds up the
county court system, which
makes it harder for them to
get them through because
there are just so many to do
and unless they're pleading
guilty there's a lengthy court
situation there,” Boggs said.

In addition to a lengthy
court docket, the fiscal re-
sponsibility of housing coun-
ty inmates falls on the county.

Boggs said county inmates
are a direct cost to the county.
Inmates are charged a daily
rate of $30, but the jail doesn’t
always receive the money.

“Al bulk of them don’t
have the money,” Boggs said.

“If you've got 100 county in-
mates, that’s quite the month-
1y expense the county eats, be-
cause statutorily the county is
required to house and provide
for the housing of their (coun-
ty) inmates,” Boggs ex-
plained. “When you have as
many as we do, you're fortu-
nate that you have a jail. And
we're very fortunate that we
do have revenue inmates to
offset that cost.”

Carter County houses both
state and federal inmates.
Boggs said at any given time,
the jail could be holding ap-
proximately 24 to 45 state in-
mates and anywhere be-
tween 30 and 70 federal in-
mates.

State and federal inmates
are what Boggs referred to as
revenue inmates because the
county detention centers are
paid a daily dollar amount for
housing those inmates.

Boggs said the jail receives
$32.72 for state inmates and
approximately $54 for federal
inmates.

The impact of overcrowding
goes further than the budget.

All the people inside the
walls of the jail, whether in-
mates or staff, feel the impact
of overcrowding.

Adding more inmates to a
cell raises the possibility for
behavior issues. Boggs said
the jail has been Iucky and
doesn’t see a lot of outbursts.

“You get a little bit tighter
in there and sometimes they
get more agitated, but we've
really not seen an increase in
behavior (issues) due to that,”
Boggs said. “We try to moni-
tor that and the state does as
well.”

The jailer also explained
when the detention center is
housing more inmates the
staff has to work harder.

With so many of the in-
mates being booked on drug
charges, Boggs said the staff
has to be hyper vigilant, be-
cause many attempt to smug-
gle contraband
into the jail.

“There’s defi-
nitely more
moving parts
the more peo-
ple you have, it
makes daily
movements a
little bit slow-
er,” Boggs said.

The jail has about 40 em-
ployees working to get out
three meals a day, medicine
passes and other jail intrica-
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seen somebody
in their family
or their friends
circle that's
been absolutely
demmated by

Bogss Carter County jailer

cies. Boggs called the jail a
never sleeping city.

“Allin all, we're staffed
pretty well,” he said. “Every
jail would probably prefer to
have a few more staff, but re-
ally the day goes quick and
yow've got a lot to do.”

Boggs feels fortunate to
have a well-seasoned staff and
alow turnover rate in employ-
ment, something he said isn’t
usual.

“Typically, in most jails,
there's a high turnover rate of
staff, but we’re very fortu-
nate,” he said. “We have a
good crew and they know
their job. If we have 190 people
in there and if we have 240 in
there, the day seems to go the
same.”

No matter
the number of
inmates, the
jail must con-
tinue to operate
a small city.

“You do what
needs to be
done and you
move onto the
next,” Boggs
said. “It’s just a daily grind.”

(B06) 326-2654 |
eporter@dailyindependent.com

ABOVE LEFT: mmmmmmminmmmmmmmmmm WMHMMMMIMWhmmm INSET ABOVE:
Door to the Carter County Detention Center in Grayson.
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GREENUP:

Bulk of inmates
faces charges
due to drug use

he said. “We’ve raised
probably 40 perce t
i "ve been he

plained programs ran in
the jail have helped keep
the population from ris-
ing beyond 200, but
when the jailer looks
the future he expec
continued increase. V
thington said it's 1i
Greenup will

to build or begin paying
other jails to house in-
mates if trends don’t
change.

However, jails and de-
tention centers a
the state are overcrowd-
ed and the cost of hous-
ing inmates in another
jail could cost more than
housing them in
Greenup.

For now, Worthington
and his staff keep work-
ing to manage the popu-
lation.

He commended his
staff for their work. It's a
tough, tiring job and
takes a spec i
person, he said.

The ['mmection be-

Worthington even Jj the
inmate is booked on oth-
er charges.

“They may be in be-
cause they didn't pay
their child support or
they may be in for mur-
der, tkut most of the time
if they didn't pay their
child support (it’s)
cause they spent the
money on drugs or they
got into a disagreement
in a drug deal and killed

" Worthington
. “It ranges
from that level, from

aburglary or it may be
an assault,” but Wor-
thington said 98 tn 99

crime is d.mg el .
Jail overcrowding

an impact on the staff

and inmates as well as

the unty and jail budg-

but most

money to p

Wi n‘thm'-‘“t n v.'ud
s us. If

the finan
ing to pay fines has on
the county, but hp also

an struggle fi-
ially after being re-

any inmates have
children and jail fees.
Restitution and child
support add up, he said.

“The problem that we
have is when these peo-
ple get out of jail, most
of them are felons and

they get out of jail
ot to pay back
child support, restitu-
tion, jail fees, and most
of them can’t get a job
anywhere but fast food,”
Worthington explained.

When an inmate fails
to pay back their fines,
fees and child support,
Worthington sees a cycle
forming as they are re-
booked.

“These people get out
and they can’t pay even
if they’re really trying
hard,” Worthington said.
“If they can’t pay their

jail fees, they can’t pay

their restitution, they
can't pay their child sup-
port, if you can't pay

3 nild support,
there’s no question,
they’'re going to put you

Worthington saysit'sa
recipe for failure. The cy-
cle is a reason for a lot of
the cynicism he encoun-
t oward the deten-
tion center, deputies and
what they do, but solu-
tions are hard to come

Finding work for in-
mates e incarcerat-
ed, so they can begin

Pt ."I b !
"_."l l!--—‘ il

more.
paying back restitution

is a goal for Worthing-

ton. Ideas to d i dnd more, \\n:‘thmwt: mn
clude partnering said.
private companies will- The Ja.ll
ing to hire inmate

building a work dormito-

r said more

ton is for inmates to not
refurn to jail.

“Any way you can
help them get through
the problems they have
and

f you're ona bl:-at

They are asked lewal
s, must feed and
care for inmates med-

Sunday, August 5, 2018 A3
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The library room inside the Greenup County Detention Center where inmates attend church services, GED classes

of tlﬁe

oming off

of drugs”-and “it
doesn’t take much to
bring things to a boil,”
he said.

Overcrowding adds
wear and tear to the
building. Worthington
said typically a jail is in

shape for about 20
ears when at ca-
, but that time gets
shorter when housing 50
L ent or more over ca-

acity.

The jail recently had a
remodel, including new
kitchen appliances and
commereial laundry,
which Worthington said
is always running.

54|
ailyindependent.com
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‘Haspel relatives couldn't be more proud

Family recalls CIA nominee as
‘wise above her years'

BY EMILY PORTER
THE DAILY INDEPENDENT

ASHLAND On a dead end
street in Boyd County sits a
cluster of homes on property
that has been in the Walker
family for more than 150
years. In these homes are
where CIA director nominee

Gina Cheri Walker Haspel
spent some of her childhood.
Relatives of Haspel said
they couldn’t be more proud
as they watched her Senate

hearing this past week.
Haspel will soon be up for a
vote to determine if she will
be the next director of the
Central Intelligence Agency

EMILY PORTER | THE DAILY INDEPENDENT

and the first woman to head
the agency in its history.
Boyd County resident Jack-
ie Walker Stapleton is
Haspel’s aunt. She and her
daughter, Kathy Helms,
Haspel's cousin, watched

SEECIA | A8

CIA:

From Page AT

Aunt: Haspel has
always had an
interest in the military

roudly as Haspel answered
questions from the U.S. Sen-
ate Intelligence Committee in
her confirmation hearing this
past week.

Haspel is acting director of
the CIA and has been with the
agency for more than three
decades. During that time, her
family knew she worked for
the government, but didn't
know the extent.

“We thought she was an in-
terpreter,” Stapleton said.
Haspel studied language and
journalism at the University
of Kentucky for three years

and graduated with a bache-
lor's degree from the Universi-
ty of Louisville.

Stapleton said Haspel
knows multiple languages, so
it now makes sense. Haspel
has remained in contact with
her family even while serving
overseas. Stapleton said she
always knew, at least general-
ly, where her mece was in the
world.

“I knew when she was in
Turkey ... Africa,” Stapleton
said. Haspel would send gifts
home to family from different
countries she visited. She al-
ways kept in touch and still
does, her family said.

Randy Stapleton is Haspel's
first cousin. He said her father
was in the military and her
time in eastern Kentucky as a
child was not extensive.

“She was born here in Ash-
land and attended some ele-
mentary schools down in Rus-

sell,” he said. “She stayed with
us maybe amonth one sum-
mer when she was going to
UK. A very humble person.”

Helms remembers when
Haspel came to Lexington to .
watch Helms’ daughter in a
tennis tournament at UK.

Helms and Jackie Stapleton
describe her as an ordinary
girl, but highly intelligent.

n Helms was about 3 or 4,
Jackie Stapleton and her hus-
band were driving Haspel
home. Even as a young child
she was able to describe exact-
Iy how to get to her house and
directed Stapleton’s husband
to her house, turn by turn, she
said.

“She’s always been wise
above her years,” Jackie Sta-
pleton said.

She’s a lot like her father,
Stapleton said. Haspel’s fa-
ther was a career military
man serving in the Air Force

for many years, which took
Haspel and her siblings over-
seas at points

.All of Haspel's uncles and
at least one brother have
served in the military. Her
aunt said she had an interest
in military and the operations
when she was in high school.

Haspel's bio on the CIA’s
website explains she wanted
to go to West Point, but her fa-
ther had to tell her she could-
n’t because only men were ad-
mitted.

Haspel has risen through
the ranks and is the first fe- .
male deputy director of the
CIA and is now the first /
woman nominated to be direc-
tor.

Her family is extremely
proud of her and believes she
has what it takes for the posi-
tion. Now in a public position
in the CIA, her family knows a
little more about her life,

“She’s been through a lot,”
Jackie Stapleton said. “I'm
glad I didn’t know.”

.2 Helms credited Haspel for
her service to her country.
Everything she’s done was to
serve her country and she’s
given up 30 some years to pro-
tect the US,, she said proudly.

The two women recalled
moments of their lives with
Haspel. Stapleton recalled a
memory of helping to move
Haspel out of a dorm when
her pet hamster got loose..

The Senate Intelligence
Committee will vote to move
the nomination to the Senate
floor or not. If moved, Haspel
will then need a majority vote
from the Senate to be con-
firmed as the next director of
the CIA. Neither vote has
been scheduled.

(606) 326-2654 |
eporter@dailyindependent.com
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PHOTQS BY EMILY PORTER | THE DAILY INDEPENDENT
ABOVE: Sixteen-year-old pilot Erik Vonderheide and instructor Brady Lipscomb fly to Portsmouth, Ohio. BELOW: Vonder-
heide packs and cleans up the plane after his flying lesson.

16-year-old pilots plane alone
FLYING before getting driver's permit
SOLO

BY EMILY PORTER
THE DAILY INDEPENDENT

WORTHINGYON A small plane, a Cess- |/
2, circl b R e bt ]
{11?1111; Oizllrc es m.the skies above Wor: L Visit our website at
It makes its way to the Ashland Re- i ' dailyindependent.com
gional Airport where it touches down _ : ‘ for video of Erik

" on the runway, only to regain speed £ HEEE R ,
and take off aygain.y g . oo Vonderheide in action
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Boyd inmates
booked without
mugshots

BY EMILY PORTER

THE DAILY INDEPENDENT

CATLETTSBURG In Janu-
ry, a former law en-
ent officer was

arrested on public intox-
ication and lodged in
the Boyd County Deten-
tion Center with no
mugshot accompanying
his booking informa-
tion. It seemed to raise
the possibility of special
treatment for the now
former Greenup deputy,

but upon further inves- _

tigation, The Daily Inde-
pendent has found a
large number of in-
mates booked at the
Boyd County jail did not
have a photo of their
face taken either. In-
stead, a photo of a blank
wall accompanied their
booking information.

A scroll through Jail-
Tracker, the program
the jail uses to list in-
mates online, showed
there were many in the
detention center with-
out a mugshot.

The Daily Independ-
ent filed an open records
request with the Boyd
County Detention Cen-

ter for the booking
records and photo iden-
tification of a small
sample of the inmates
that seem to have been
booked without a

. mugshot.

Following the filing of
the opén records re-
quest, mugshots began
to appear on the Boyd
jail’s JailTracker web-
site for those listed in
the request. By the time
the jail responded with
the files requested, in-
mates on the list that
were in the Boyd jail
had new mugs taken
with a time and date
stamp following the fil-
ing of the open records
request. Others had old-

SEE MUGSHOT |

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Many inmates booked in the Boyd County Detention Center
don’t have a mugshot of their face, but rather of a wall as

their photo identification.




MUGSHOTS:

From Page &1

No Ky. statutes or
jail standards
require detention
center photos

er mug shots from 2014
and booking informa-
tion for two others was
denied because, accord-
ing to the jail, they were
never booked, though
they were previously
listed in JailTracker as
inmates at the Boyd
County jail.

The Daily Independent
requested a reason why
any or all of the photos
were missing. The re-
quest was formally de-
nied, but when a re-
porter picked up the
files from the jail,
Records Officer Lt. Gus
Guzman explained
many of the inmates
were arrested on public
intoxication and they do
not fight the inmates for
a mug shot because they
don’t want anyone to get
hurt. He said the photos
don’t get taken later be-
cause the night shift has
left.

Fifteen inmate files
were requested, two of
which were not provided
because, according to
Guzman, they were nev-
er booked. Of the 13 re-
turned, six were public
intoxication cases leav-
ing seven with other
charges. Those charges
include two men ac-
cused of burglary, three
others were arrested on
drug-related charges,
another was accused of
receiving stolen proper-
ty and one more was ar-
rested on a theft charge,

There is no Kentucky
Revised Statute or Jail
Standard that requires
the detention center to
take photos, accordihg

- to Kentucky Depart-
ment of Corrections Di-
rector of Communica-
tion Lisa Lamb. It is up
to the individual jail to
determine what its poli-
cy is on the photo identi-
fication.

In regards to the Boyd
jail’s policy, Jailer Joe
Burchett said, “I think
we do take them, unless
they're drunk.”

Further questions
were not answered and
Burchett hung up the
phone.

Greenup County Jail-
er Mike Worthington
said the Greenup Coun-
ty Detention Center
tries to take a mug shot
for everyone when they
come in unless thereis a
problem and they aren't
able to do so. Worthing-

SUBMITTED PHOTO
A sample of taken
by the Boyd County Deten-
tion Center listed online prior
to an open records request.

ton explained inmates
can be too intoxicated or
too violent to take a
mugshot, but said they
go back the next day and
take the photo once the
inmate has calmed
down or sobered up.

Worthington also said
occasionally the jail
isn’t allowed to release a
photo because of possi-
ble endangerment of an-
other person or authori-
ties working a case and
it would take a court or-
der for them to release
any information about
the inmate. He said they
still take the photo, it is
just not released with-
out the permission of a
judge.

Carter County Jailer
R.W. Boggs said their
policy is that every in-

‘mate booked in the

Carter County Deten-
tion Center has a
mugshot taken and
there’s not a reason they
wouldn’t. He explained
Carter County also has
trouble with inmates
coming in intoxicated,
but said by the time they
are medically cleared
they are typically able to
book them with a photo.

Worthington said it is
important to take the
photos for many rea-
sons. If they need to
identify someone giving
a fake name, they can
match their photo along
with their finger prints.
The visual is an extra
confirmation of the per-
son’s true identity.

Boggs said the photos
are a part of public
records and thinks its
important for the com-
munity to know who is
booked. ,

In the event of an es-
cape or a fleeing sus-
pect, the use of
mugshots can be vital
for law enforcement offi-
cers.

“We can use the most .
recent photograph tak-
en to try to apprehend
or get the photograph to
those who don't know
that individual is quite

.important to law en-

forcement, the commu-
nity,” Ashland Police
Chief Todd Kelley ex-
plained. “They may be
standing beside the per-
son right there in the
grocery line and they
not know it. To us, not
only does it document
someone with criminal
activity, but its a re-

. source for us if we need

it. It's very viable in the
apprehension.”

(606) 326-2654 |
eporter@dailyindependent.com
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mmtu.amum.m Detherage, 7, all dance at the Ashland Regional Dance Theater. BELOW: mmmwwm
Theater. INSET: Ava Detherage in her dance shoes.

Slsters bonded through

self my senior year I reall
ted to be the Sugar Plum
ry and I worked really, re-
h.mi and am fortunate to

mp:tmou summer program.

thought it wonld be a good.
idea to have the girls involved

more {.'-ra ful and poise

1 thought ballet would be a 3 L
good artistic medium for id. other pieces.
them,” Mrs. Detherage said. earn technique: oth Anna and Ella will be
It's i i

n
nna Ella and Ava are dedi-
-ated to their craft and Ash-
uth Ballet dlm'lu:r

“1 like doing.
stuff in the middle
of the floor be-

fir

ng at the barre
the most because wh d
at the barre is
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Kernels’
camaraderie
as beautiful

as their

harmony

PHOTOS BY EMILY PORTER | THE DAILY INDEPENDENT
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up of men ages 16 to 84. BELOW: A Singing Kernel hold his music as the chorus

BY EMILY PORTER
THE DAILY INDEPENDENT

ASHLAND If someone were to
step out of the elevator on the
12th floor of Skytower on any giv-
en Monday mght he or she would

be greeted
with the har-
monious
sound of bar-
bershop.
Follow that

Vocalarts ;114 down have gathered to learn and create.

The men, and sometimes women,
of the chorus don’t qolelv

and create musi

about each other and create
friendships bonded like a perfect-

the hall and
you'll stumble upon the cheerful
men that make up the Singing
Kernels barbershop chorus.
For nearly 30 years, Kernels

ly executed chord.

“It’s the harmony and the
closeness and the camaraderie
with all the guys,” Mike Hager
said. “It's just a wonderful organi-
zation.”

Hager is the oldest member of
the Singing Kernels at 84, He has
sung in a world-champion chorus
in Cincinnati and has been with
the Kernels for 10 years. The bass
singer said competitions are
great experiences, but the prepa-
ration and hard work are the
most rewarding parts of barber-
shop.

The Kernels have about 25 ac

SEE KERNELS | B4
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TIGERS' NO.2 STEPS DOWN: Kenner resigns, citing desire for more family time. B1
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Judge questions jail's procedure

Employee appears in court regarding mistaken release of inmate

BY EMILY PORTER
THE DAILY INDEPENDENT

CATLETTSBURG Boyd Circuit
Court Judge John Vincent on
Wednesday ordered represen-
tatives from the Boyd County
Detention Center to court Fri-
day to answer for the mistak-
en release of James D, Muth
on July 1.

In response to Vincent's or-
der for representatives, Sgt.
Brad Roberts was present for
the hearing.

Vineent's questioning sur-
rounded two main topics:
How the mistake oecurred
and why local authorities
were not notified by jail staff.

Vincent said he was not no-
tified of the incident by the
jail, but was told by a court

clerk on July &.
= He immediate-

ly issued a
| warrant for
Muth's arrest.
i No arrest has
been made.
Muth hasa
pending case
in Boyd Cir-
cuit Court in
which he faces charges of first
degree assault and persistent
felony offender stemming
from an incident that oc-
curred in March 2017,
Muth is accused of being in-

JAIL:

From Page Al

Vincent questioned
Roberts regarding
jail's failure to notify
local authorities

wealth's Attorney David Jus-
tice failed to indict Muth with-
in the 60 day period allotted
for the prosecutor to bring the
case to a grand jury.

Copley said Muth was found
in April in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.

Muth was arraigned on the
charges by Vincent on June
28

“Because of the flight risk,
which unfortunately appears
to have been proven quite
true, and because of the risk
to the public based upon the
nature of the allegations set
forth in the materials by the
participant, which we pray is
never going to be proven true,
I set the bond at $50,000," Vin-
cent said.

“It is my understanding
that despite those orders of
the court ... Mr. Muth no
longer is being detained by
the Boyd County Detention
Center." he continued.

Roberts was advised of his
legal rights by Vincent and af-
ter a long pause agreed to
speak to the court about the
matter.

Vincent's first line of ques-
tioning concerned the typical
procedures of releasing an in-
mate from the jail.

Roberts explained deputy
jailers and staff use the third
party site JailTracker to keep
track of records. As for how
Muth was released while un-
der a $50,000 bond, Roberts
didn’t have many answers.

Roberts said he was check-
ing state email and saw he
had two notices of discharge
for two inmates, one of which
was Muth, and advised the
booking officer of the notices.

Roberts said he left for the
day not long after, at approxi-
mately 4:30 p.m. onJuly 2. He
said Muth was released be-
tween 5:30 and 6 p.m. that
same night.

He said he was not involved
in the decision to release
Muth and was unaware of the
mistake until he reported
back to work at 8 a.m. July 3.

Vineent asked who was re-
sponsible for the mistake.
Roberts said the mistake was
made by the booking officer.

Vincent questioned why the
county court records in which
the jail serves were not
checked. Roberts could not
answer, and deferred to the
booking officer who was not
present.

“T don't understand why no
one would check the county
in which the jail serves to de-
termine if an individual had
an order that was being held
at, can you explain that? Vin.
cent asked. Roberts said he
could not explain.

Vincent’s other questions
mainly concerned the jail's
failure to notify local authori-
ties.

Vincent was not notified by
the jail of the mistake, but by

volved in an altercation in
which the victim suffered a
broken nose, split face and

caved in cheekbone. Muth was
arrested and arraigned on the

charge last month, according
to Vincent.

Just days before Muth's re-
lease on July 2, Vincent set
Muth's bond at $50,000 be-
canse Muth was a flight risk
and a danger to the public.

Boyd Commonwealth's At-
torney Rhonda Copley told .
The Daily Independent
‘Wednesday that Muth was re-
leased from jail in 2017 be-
cause former Common-

|Seonntllrlnate

released in error

! THE DAILY INDEPENDENT

CATLETTSBURG Another in-
mate was erronepusly re-

| leased from the Boyd County
| Detention Center Friday —

this time because of an ap-
parent miscaleulation of

| credit for time served.

Commonwealth's Attor-
ney Rhonda Copley said
Richard Layne was serving
time for a misdemeanor of-

Bayd County Detention Center Sgt. Brad

EMILY PORTER | THE DAILY INDEPEMDENT
Roberts returns to his seat fol-

lowing questioning by Boyd Circult Judge John Vincent about the early,
mistaken release of inmate James Muth.

a court clerk. Copley said she
was unaware of the incident
until more than a week later
on Tuesday when the case ap-
peared on the court docket.

Boyd Sheriff Bobby Jack
Woods told The Dailyy Inde-
pendent Wednesday he had
not been officially notified.

Based on Roberts' testimo-
ny, no one from the jail made
any contact with any authori-
ties until he arrived at work
maore than 12 hours after
Muth was released.

Vincent asked who was in
charge at the jail when the
mistake occurred. Roberts
named another sergeant.

Vincent asked Roberts who
he notified.

Roberts said he notified dis-

patch and authorities in
Muth’s county of residence

near Cineinnati as well as au-
thorities in Florida after he
was made aware of the inci-
dent the next morning. He
sent “copies of the warrant,
images and described that we
had an inadvertent release
from here in Boyd County,”
Roberts said.

“So we let him out all night
without anybody being con-
tacted and then you got there
and you contacted your dis-
patch center and the two
agencies in Cincinnati and
Florida, did they respond to
you?" he asked.

Roberts said authorities in
Cincinnati attempted to make
contact with Muth’s sister,
but were unsueccessful.

When asked why local au-
thorities were not notified,
Roberts claimed he believed

“He should have been re-
leased on the 20th, but he
was released on the 13th,”

said.

Copley said she was never
notified by the jail of the er-

I'OF.

On July 2, an inmate being
held on a first-degree assault
complaint, James D. Muth,
was erroneously released.
This incident prompted a
judge to order a jail officer to
appear in eourt Friday to an-
swer how it could have hap-
pened.

1B0G) 3262645 |
gpuitthedaityindependent

his chief deputy was making
those contacts.

Roberts confirmed, to his
knowledge, no one from the
jail notified the court, the
Commonwealth Attorney’s of-
fice, Sheriff Woods, Catletts-
burg Police, Ashland Police or
Kentucky State Police of
Muth's release.

“If no one from the jail ... of
which you are aware contact-
ed anybody with the court,
the prosecutor or any local
law enforcement office upon
learning of this release, how
are we supposed to catch
him?" Vincent asked.

Roberts continued to say he
believed the deputy chief was
taking care of notifying local
authorities.

Yet, local anthorities said
they were not notified of the
release by the jail.

“There’s no protocol in-
volved within your facility
that upon the release of a per-
son that should not have been
released to contact the local
authorities? Vincent asked.

“Not to my knowledge, sir,”
Roberts answered,

“T might suggest that be-
come a part of the protocol,”
Vincent advised, adding “local
law enforcement agencies
have the best chance to cor-
recting errors would be noti-
fied immediately."

Vincent excused Roberts
and asked Copley to bring the
case before a grand jury for
further investigation. She said
her office is already working
on the case.

- (B08) 3263654 |

eporter@dailyindependent com
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Chief Todd Kelley presents Maj. Biil Hensley with a unique shadow box commemorating his time of service with the Ashland Police
Department.

Maj. Hensley celebrates
successful career at APD

BY EMILY PORTER through the ranks to of 2016, Hensley was promoted to
THE DAILY INDEPENDENT administrative lead- the rank of major.
; ership. Friday afternoon, many of those
ASHLAND Ashland Police Depart- Hensley moved who have worked along side Hens-
ment Major William D. Hensley cele- from the position of ley gathered for pizza and cake to
brated his retirement Friday with ' | patrolman to ser- celebrate his successful career.
local law enforcement, community ' | geant in 2003 and “I'm really thankful to the city of
leaders and friends in the depart- @ fiveyearslaterbe-  Ashland and the citizens,” Hensley
ment's community room. HENSLEY ~ ganservingasa said. “They’ve allowed me to pro-
Hensley began his career with the lieutenant. Two
APD in 1994 and since climbed years ago, in August SEE HENSLEY | A3
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A2 saturday, September 1, 2018

HENSLEY:

Fro ge Al

Hensley thanked
city, community,
fellow officers

rmy family while
a job [ loved the
nle time. So, it’s been
Iy good. It’s been re-
good. I'll definitely

1E\n boards thaf :
as table decora-

ec
tion,” he
axplair
from APD
lieutenant 3
growing up watching
hun 'aml ca

his dad retired

the times he interacted
with office

a time when he saw his
father's fellow of

out the window pla

the role of San

for her while he was
gone.

“They’ve been like an
extended family for 25
years,” he said. “It’s go-
ing to be a big change.”

Officers on a patrol
trip with children to
Washington, D.C. took so
many photos of his
daughter and sent them
back to him it was like
having a personal pho-
tographer following her,
Hensley said the officers
made sure he knew his
daughter was safe and
they would have those

ographs as memo-

Te
Chief Todd Kelley pre-
sented Hensley with a
shadow box to honor his
years of service with the
department, one of the
paintings of the depart-
ment and a holster with
the APD logo on it.
“With any police offi-
cer’s career, the main
goal is that when your fi-
nal tour of duty is over
that we send you home

ley told th- crowd it was
a good day. Though

Hensley was retiring, he
wa.s able to return to his

Kr]lev thanked Hens-
ley as well as his family
for letting the depart-
ment borrow him.

“He’s to be commend-
ed for his outstanding
career,” Kelley said. “His
family ought to be very,
very proud that he got to
achieve the status and
the level of leadership
that he attained in the
department.”

Kelley recalled the
movement in 2016 when
he took on the role of
Chief and Hensley
moved into his position
of major.

“It was his leadership
that assisted me in get-
ting the department go-
ing in the direction we

REGION

The Daily Independent | Ashland, Kentucky

“You're not going to find
a better person who will
help you anytime you .
all. He's just a great
person and the depart-
ment’'s going to miss
him and I'm going to
miss him personally.”
Fellow officers shared
stories and laughs as
Hensley began to get
emotional before ad-
dressing the crowd. He
thanked the city, com-
munity and fellow offi-
cers for their family-like
care and camaraderie as

| he shared more memo-

EMILY PORTER | THE DAILY INDEPENDENT

Boards lined the tables with photos of Maj. Bill Hensley’s almost

wanted and he played a
crucial role in moving us

g w
wi urked with Hensley,
but worked under his fa-
ther.

“He's a second genera-
tion cop like T am,"” Kel-
ley said. “My father was
here; his father was
here. We learned and
were instilled our values
as law enforcement from
them. I feel like person-
ally it's in our genes to
do what we've done. He's
got a great family.
worked for his father.

“It is without a doubt,
when we got him hired
as a patrol officer, when
he first started we knew
we were getting some-
one very important to
our organization,” Kel-
ley continued. “We knew
we had an officer that
was instilled the values
and things we look for in
a police officer for the
city.”

As for Hensley's re-
placement, a lieutenant
will be promoted to ma-
jor. Kelley will be work-
ing with the city to de-

no one speci

been placed in the role
elley said a domino

effect will take place asa

5ergea.nt will then

mote into the position of

]ieutenant and a patrol-

be a hard d

cause we've prep
evervbody to get to this
level. Whoever it be, will
do just fine.”

During the celebra-
tion, Kelley opened the
floor to elected ers,
colleagues and others
who knew and worked
with Hensley to speak a
kind word or tell a story.

Boyd County Sheriff
Bobb ack Woods said
he wc-rkecl with Hens-
ley’s father and so he al-
ways called the major
“Billy” because his dad
was “Bill."” Woods re-
called working with the
elder Hensley and as-
sured the younger that
though they shared a
name, the major had his
own identity he created

25 years of service at APD.

through his quality po-
lice Wurh

APD Lieutenant Jim
Dooley told The D
dependent Hens|

Dooley would strive to
be.

“He taught us every-
thing we needed to know
cmrl then some about

bupﬂ"u'lsur and it was a
great privilege to work
for him. You always
knew where you stood
with him.

Fellow Major Scott
Sexton worked with
Hensley for much of his
career. Sexton, who has
been at the APD for 23
years, worked alongside
Hensley as a patrolman,
had him as a supervisor
while a sergeant and
lieutenant, then worked
beside him again as a
major.

“We've been friends a
long time and he's one of
the most knowledgeable

" Sexton said.

ries.

Hensley talked about
the courage and bravery
he sees in the men and
women who serve on lo-
cal law enforcement. He
told the crowd about
speaking with children
about courage and brav-

who the children saw as
brave people, they said
police, fire, mili and
other similar profes-
sions. He then asked
who they knew in their
lives who was brave. The
children said, mom, dad
and coach, When Hens-
ley inquired why, the
children said it was be-
cause they do what is
right and make hard de-
cisions.

Hensley told the crowd
his personal hero is Je-
sus Christ, because Je-
sus always did the right
thlng Physical bravery
is a great thing, but mak-
ing the right decision
and hard choice is also
courage and bravery,
Hensley said.

Through tears Hensley
told his fellow officers,
“You are in my thoughts
and prayers daily.”

(606) 5262654 |
eporter@dailyindependent.com
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copley works to improve
prosecutor’s office

BY EMILY PORTER
THE DAILY INDEPENDENT

CATLETTSBURG After eight
months on the job, Boyd Com-
monwealth's Attorney Rhon-
da Copley is on track to al-
most double last year's indict-
ment numbers,

Copley was appointed by
Gov. Matt Bevin in September
after her predecessor, and
longtime prosecutor, David
Justice died suddenly in Au-
gust.

She was sworn in by Boyd
Circuit Court Judge George
Davis last October. During
the ceremony Copley told the
crowd it's “time to take our

COPLEY:

From Page Al

Copley has worked to
improve efficiency in
her office

safer community.

A refusal to drop cases and
continuing prosecution even
with reluctant or missing vic-
tims is one reason Copley’s
had such success in numbers,
Copley said many times fami-
ly members filing complaints,
specifically in drug cases, for
one reason or another decide
they don't want to follow
through on prosecution after
an arrest is made.

Copley's position is differ-
ent. She believes once a com-
plaint is filed, there must be a
follow through. She takes the
victim's wishes into consider-
ation when it comes to resolu-
tion of the case, but unless
Copley doesn't have the evi-
dence for a conviction, she's
not dismissing cases.

Approaching her six month
mark, Copley sat down and
looked at her indictment and
criminal information num-
bers, or circuit court cases,
and compared them to the
previous year.

From Jan. 1 to May 1, Cop-
ley had 279 circuit cases. In
the same time period the year
prior, David Justice had 119.

In total, from her first day in
October to May 1, Copley in-
dicted 409 people. “David Jus-
tice for that same period of

community back.”

When asked about her cur-
rent goals and outlook on the
job, Copley said, “It really is
still the same. Just trying to
get the community back to
where its safe.”

“That's not going to be
something that's going to
happen overnight, that's not
going to be something that
may happen in two years, it's
a work in progress,” she said.

Copley and the prosec-
tuors in her office work
alongside law enforcement,
judges and others involved
in the criminal justice sys-

tem to make strides toward a
SEE COPLEY | A6

time a year earlier had 209,”
she said.

As of June 11, Copley had
36 indictments, last year Jus-
tice had at 207.

May was a slow month for
indictments, which Copley
said happens periodically.

“You always have these
slow periods,” she said. “It
usually happens toward the
end of school because people
are vacationing. Then you'll
have an upswing. We are now
in our upswing.”

As a part of the upswing,
Copley said she had about 30
cases to bring to the grand ju-
ry last week and as of Friday
her indictment number for
the year was 355.

“At this point we are on’
track to reach 700 to 800 cas-
es,” Copley said. The total
number for 2017 was 541.

Copley works with five pri-
mary agencies, Ashland and
Catlettsburg Police Depart-
ments, the Boyd County Sher-
iff's Department, Boyd Coun-
ty Detention Center and Ken-
tucky State Police.

“T've been very lucky with
all the agencies, they've been
phenomenal to work with,”
Copley said.

She calls law enforcement
phenomenal and they call her
phenomenal.

“She has been engaged with
the law enforcement commu-
nity at a level that in my en-
tire career is phenomenal,”
said Ashland Police Chief
Todd Kelley. “She has been
communicating with us,
we've been communicating
with her and our relationship
today is probably the

strongest I've seen with the

Commonwealth Attorney's of-

fice in my 31-year career.”

After being appointed Cop-
ley contacted the agencies
and worked to find a process
focused on efficiency while
working toward her goal of a
safer community.

“When she was named, she
immediately reached out to
not only our agency, but all of
the law enforcement agencies
in the county and sat down
and listened to our issues and
things we were worried
about,” said Kelley. “She
grabbed what we had to say
and has hit the ground run-
ning.”

Copley has worked on
streamlining cases, bypassing
the wait time in district court
and working with law en-
forcement agencies to bring
cases before the grand jury
quickly.

When a suspect is arrested
on criminal charges, he or she
appears in district court for
arraignment and is scheduled
for a preliminary hearing
within 10 days. The Common-
wealth Attorney's office has
60 days to indict.

This can eqguate 70 days in
jail before a defendant isin
circuit court. Copley is
shrinking that wait time by
bringing cases before the
grand jury prior to a prelimi-
nary hearing. After the defen-
dant is indicted they're sched-
uled in circuit court.

Less wait time in jail could,
at some point, help the deten-
tion center financially, Copley
said.

“It also helps streamline

FILE PHOTO!

the process from the court's
point of view,” said Boyd Cir-
cuit Court Judge George
Davis. “If you cut out that
step and you go after the ar-
rest, but before the prelimi-
nary hearing and you indict
them it makes it much easier
on the district court's dock-
et.”

Davis has seen an increase
in his caseload since Copley
took office.

“We're basically getting
back up to where we were, ex-
ceeding it actually, where we
were about seven or eight
years ago,” he said. Justice
was the prosecutor in Boyd
during those years, Davis
said.

“For whatever reason our
numbers started dropping
and crime certainly hasn't
gone down,” Davis continued.
“For whatever reason there
were fewer cases that were in-
dicted. I think those numbers
are now reflective of what's
going on in the community.”

Davis conducted Copley's
swearing in ceremony. During
the proceedings he called her
“tough as nails.”

His opinion of Copley re-
mains the same. “I think that
pretty well sums her up,”
Davis said. “She's a nonon-
sense, roll up your sleeves, get
to work kind of person.”

“From all accounts, she's
done a really good job as far
as putting together her office,
managing cases as they come
in, keeping victims informed,
things that you're supposed to
be doing as a prosecutor, she's
in there working very hard,”
he said.

Copley's work goes beyond
indictments and grand jury
sessions. She is working with
victims, informing them on
the case proceedings and
what different sentences and
resolutiens mean for them.

Her passion is for the peo-
ple of Boyd County to have a
safe community to live and
work in.

In an area with many strug-
gling with drug addiction,
Copley said probably 80 per-
cent of cases she sees have a
drug component.

“We use drug court when
we can,” Copley said, “We
want people to get off drugs.
We want them to get help if
they can.”

Chief Kelley said she has
assisted his officers not just
in streamlining cases, but the
inner-workings of the legal
system.

“Maybe one of our younger
officers that's not testified
quite as much or has not testi-
fied yet, she is assisting us in
preparing these officers on
proper testimony and process
in the court system,” he ex-
plained.

Kelley said she has taken
the job to another level.

This election cycle, all Com-
monwealth's Attorneys across
Kentucky are up for re-elec-
tion. Copley, however, has re-
mained unopposed through
election season.

Barring a successful write-
in candidacy, Copley will hold
the office for a full six-year
term beginning January 2019.

(606) 328-2654 |
eporter@dailyindependent.com
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| Arts in the Tri-Stote

Focusing on

Photographers of
all styles and
skills come
together to learn

BY EMILY PORTER
THE DAILY INDEPENDENT

RUSSELL It’s been almost two years
since the Tri-State .
Camera Club began at
Our Lady of Belle-
Hospital.
'yl Cook, a
rician, had the
ea a long time ago.
She and Mark Hamil-
ton, an OLBH phar-
macist, talked about
having a camera club
at the hospital. Years
later, Hamilton, his wife, Jennife:
and Cook met to discuss the possi
ty.

“That was kind
of my dream for
us to have a cam-
era club at Belle-
fonte,” Cook said.

Not long after,
CEOQ Kevin Halter
gave them a go

Photography

and offered a room for the club to use.

“He said, ‘Sure. Go ahead and run
with it,”” Cook said. “(Halter) was
kind enough to give us a room and

* he’s supported us tremendously.”

The first meeting was on a snowy
winter evening, Cook said.
“We had 15 people at our first meet-
ing on a January snowy night and I
. thought we'd be
Tucky to have five,
and that included me
and my two friends,”
Cook said. “We had to
move to a bigger
room.”

The goal of the club
is for anyone with
any interest or skill
behind a camera, in-
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cluding phone cam- Jeanette Ramey, right, points out a detail in Dianna Ross’ photo she didn

eras, to share their passion and learn

MITTED PHOTOS

TOP AND INSEI!T Images by club members show the wide subjects area photographsrs
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from one another,

“We have people who only
use their phone, we have peo-
ple with 2-foot-long lenses and
all the gear,” Cook said. “We
have beginners and we have
what you’d probably consider
professionals. And we just
learn from each other.”

The group meets the first
Tuesday of every month at 7
p.m. on the fifth floor of Belle-
fonte Centre, with social time
at 6:30 p.m.

Cook said they have about
20 to 25 regular attendees, but
50in total on the group’s
Facebook page. On the page,
the group posts photos from
recent adventures or old pic-
tures they found.

Mark Hamilton gives the
group a challenge each week to
get the members thinking cre-
atively. Silhouettes, abstract
and yellow have been a few of
the recent challenge topics.

“Almost every week we
have a different challenge top-
ic,” he said. “We have more
participation on certain ones
than we do
others.”

Cook said
some take
the chal-
lenge and
seek out
new photo-
graphs,
while oth-*
ers go
through old
files and
reimagine
the image, taking a different
perspective. .

Some edit photos, some
don’t. Cook said she doesn’t
manipulate her photos, but
leaves them natural because
for her, it’s all about the hunt.
She doesn’t want to add any-
thing she didn’t see.

Others create small worlds
and use faux backdrops to give
an interesting take on a subject.

“We have a lot of creative
people,” Cook said.

A speaker is at each meet-
ing. He or she might be a pro-
fessor from a local college or a
well-known local photogra-
pher. Sports, nature and baby
photography and many more
topics are covered.

“We've really had some
good lecturers,” Cook said.

Cook said she once had her
brother-in-law come give a
lecture on how to critique.
He taught the group that
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TOP, BOTTOM AND INSERT: Images by club members show the wide subjects area photographers capture.

someone should begin with
two positive statements and
end with a possible improve-
ment, but
always
| frame it
nicely and
" be posi-
tive.
One
month a
speaker
was unable
to come to
the meet-
ing at the
last minute
and the group used the time to
critique images and get to
know each other a little better.

They went around the room
telling their fellow members
about their favorite photos.
Almost every one was because
of the sentimental value of
the image.

When Cook was younger she
was at the beach with her par-
ents using a Fuji camera she
had saved up to buy. She cap-
tured a golden, silhouetted
photo of her parents holding
hands. It was many years ago
and Cook has taken far more
photos than she can cmmt. but
that one remain: i

She calls 1t

] oing with her cam-
she was new to photogra-
phy and everything happened
to line up perfectly.
Mark Hamilton was in col-
lege when he and his room-
mate shared a camera.

“We didn’t have anything to
do and my roommate had
come back to school,” he said.
“He had worked and had a
credit card and we saw this
camera. We went out and he
charged this camera.”

The memb f the camera
club all have different stories
about how they began in pho-
tography.

Dianna Ross said her son be-
ing born was a kick-starter for
her. She became more passion-
ate about photography once she
had her son to be her subject.

She took r'la‘;ses at Ashland

learned what I could, but real-

Iy the best teacher is to just go
out and shoot and have some-
body who is a little i
skilled than you t
your work,” Ross said.
The people and their work
up go round.
s to really
th

enthusiasm

which is photography.”
Jeannette Ramey said this

is her time. Her family and

friends know not to schedule

her for anything the second

Tuesday of every month.

the one thing I do
nd I really enjoy it,”

she said.
The group’s second exhibit

Wonders began Sept. 7
and ran through tod:

bers’ photos can
bé mund all ar ound Belle- " ©
Iunte anplta

in 400 entries.
h'momv on the

winning images.
The group explores differ-
ent ph()t()frraphv styles,
ing experiments and loca-
tic
'They have taken trips ta
The Wilds in Columbus and
Carter They spent a
night walking around Ash-
land and taking photos of the
Festival of Trees at the Para-
mount Arts Center.
“There’s tons of stuff to
li h around here,”
Your own back
ard is incredible. You don’t
have to go anywhere,”
The group is planning other
Those interested
in membership can stop by on
the second Tuesday of each
munth to check things out.
"d like to get more mem-
all sorts of lv els and ex-
pert; r‘ook said. “It’s just
learning.”

|
yindependent.com




